26th Sunday in ordinary time, A(II) 
Life is full of choices, and most of these are straightforward. However, when choosing becomes difficult, it’s wonderful to have the company of someone whose wisdom we trust, and whose good example encourages us. When we love someone who is close to God, we find that our choices begin to mirror their choices as we seek to become more like them.
When a friendship is founded upon genuine love and a reverence for truth, it is quite beautiful how two people can become increasingly like one another as their hearts begin to desire the same thing. This was the holy dynamic between St. Francis and St. Clare. The young Clare fell in love with Christ through the way that Francis spoke to her about Him; in Francis’ poverty and simplicity, the eyes of Clare’s heart glimpsed the poor and humble Christ, and she desired for nothing more. Later, Francis would turn to Clare for wisdom and reassurance; he asked for her counsel and even sent sick brothers to her that she might bless them. Francis and Clare were able to grow in holiness together – through their loving friendship – because their choices aligned; both had joyfully chosen to surrender everything to possess the treasure of infinite value, Jesus Christ Our Lord.
If we are serious about growing in holiness of life, if we want nothing more than to be able to love faithfully and fully, we must learn Who God is by looking at His choices. We can then pray to God for the grace needed to ensure that our choices reflect something of the character and quality of His. This is at the heart of what St. Paul is teaching us in today’s Second Reading. About Christ and His incarnation, the Apostle writes: 

though Christ Jesus was in the form of God, He did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form, He humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. [Phil. 2:6-8]

Being a Christian – being a follower of our Lord Jesus Christ – means choosing to live as He chose to come to us. God-the-Son chose loving obedience and self-sacrifice; He chose to serve others and refused to cling to what was His. To save us, He chose to embrace the frailties and difficulties of our flesh; to witness to the power of Divine Love, He chose to accept being misunderstood and unloved by those He had come to redeem. God, in Christ Jesus, chose to hang on a cross and die for us so that we might have life through Him.
My dear brothers and sisters, God’s choices reveal God’s heart, and if we want to become ever more like Him, our choices must reflect those of God. Are we ready, then, to embrace a love that will open our lives to the weight of the cross and to the wounds of bearing it? Are we ready to embrace a love that will leave us with empty hands and with nothing to call our own? Are we ready to embrace a love that is obedient and selfless, a love whose value God alone weighs and rewards, a love that pours itself out entirely because it cannot do otherwise? God is love, and He reveals His love in the choices He makes. We, too, reveal who we are, in how we choose to respond.

