It is so easy, in life, to lose sight of the goal. In our busyness – in our battles against fatigue and temptation – we can easily forget why it is we’re doing what we’re doing, and what it is we should be aiming for. This detrimental shifting of focus can occur in every walk of life. 
The goal of marriage, for example, from a Christian perspective, is the sanctification and salvation of the spouses and their children. Yet how many times are marriages undermined because other goals have been allowed to muscle their way to the front. Likewise, priests and religious can also lose sight of the goal. Instead of focusing on continuing Christ’s redemptive mission by seeking God’s glory and the salvation of souls, such a calling can easily descend into a life whose fundamental focus becomes the balancing of budgets, or the maintaining of properties, or the attending of countless meetings, and so on. All these things may need to be done, but none of them are ultimate goals for a priest or consecrated religious.
God has placed before each one of us, according to our state in life, an ultimate goal – something that, aided by His grace, He wills us to focus on and to labour towards. When we allow our eyes to drift from this proper goal onto something of infinitely less value, our work becomes far heavier and far less rewarding; here, the clarity of the joy we experienced at the start of our shift in the vineyard, gives way to a blurred self-centredness at its close. This is exactly what we find in the parable Jesus preaches in today’s Holy Gospel, which is a masterclass on the dangers of our losing sight of the goal.
In the early morning, some workers are hired and a denarius coin is agreed upon as a fair recompense for their labour. The denarius, therefore, becomes a type of symbol of an ultimate goal: it is the reason why the labourers are working. As they bear the heat of the day, the labourers can keep the eyes of their mind on the goal, their recompense. While the thought of the denarius won’t make their grafting any less burdensome, it does help to give clear purpose to their effort.
Notice what happens, however, with the workers who began their shift at the rising of the sun. At the end of the day, when their tools had been put down, they allowed their focus to drift from the promised denarius onto their fellow workers, especially those who had been employed very late in the day. As each worker received the same amount, the early workers began to mumble and became disgruntled – they had lost sight of the goal. The dignifying quality of their labour began to be stained by the poison of avarice: there arose within these workers a mistrust of the Master’s goodness, and an improper expectation of more money; their inner peace died with the setting sun.
My brothers and sisters, we must never allow ourselves to lose sight of the goal that God has placed before us. Anything which knocks marriages off course, or throws someone’s priesthood or religious life off track must be identified, challenged and dealt with. We must resist anything that will render us, interiorly, like those early workers, who allowed their heads to be turned and so, lost sight of what really mattered. It is never too late for us to seek God and to ask Him for the grace to reset our lives, to reorder our priorities, to rebuild our relationships and to renew our love. 
I can’t end my homily today – especially as a son of St. Francis and as a brother of St. Anthony – without highlighting the importance of the fact that the Master in Jesus’ parable not only paid his workers what they were entitled to, but that he paid them on time. Defrauding workers of their just wage is so serious a sin – and inflicts such a grievous injury on the social order – that the Church numbers it among the four sins whose malice cries out to Heaven for vengeance. Where work has been done faithfully and fully, wages must be just and they must be paid on time. We can’t enjoy the friendship of God if we don’t treat people properly. So, let’s keep our eyes on the goal that God has set before us, and let us commit to treating everyone with the decency and with the kindness that God, in Christ Jesus, has shown so wonderfully to us. 
