28th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A [II])
I would like to begin my homily by reading from a short passage found in St. Francis’ Early Rule. This Rule was never ratified by the Church, and his Later Rule – the one that obtained approval – was notably less harsh. Still, the following passage contains echoes of themes evident in today’s Gospel. Francis writes:
If, at the instigation of the devil, any brother commits fornication, let him be deprived of the habit he has lost by his wickedness, put it aside completely, and be altogether expelled from our Order. [Earlier Rule, Chapter 13]

Wow! Not exactly the St. Francis of the birdbath! What Francis is saying to his brothers is that their religious habit – which is the closest thing a friar has to a wedding garment – must remain, always, the outward sign of their inner conformity and fidelity to Christ. Here, grave sin deprives the soul of sanctifying grace and the friar of his habit; such sin expels God from the soul, and the friar from the Order. 
With this in mind, we turn to today’s Gospel. Here, a man is found to be without a wedding garment and, because of this, he is about to be thrown into the outward darkness. This lack of a wedding garment can be understood in one of two ways: it could either mean that the man never possessed something of salvific importance, or it could mean that the man had chosen to discard something he once had owned. 
Let’s look at the first possibility. Might Jesus be using this parable to refer to someone who isn’t baptised? Well, yes, this is certainly possible. While God is not bound by the Sacraments, He does choose, ordinarily, to work through the Sacraments that Jesus – His Divine Son – instituted while on earth. Our Catholic faith has always taught that Baptism is necessary for salvation because it is the doorway for us to receive all the other Sacraments of the New Covenant which, in an ordinary span of life, are necessary for salvation. Through baptism, we are clothed in the grace of Christ, and we are dressed in the dignity of being an adopted child of God. With the Holy Trinity dwelling within us, our lives become permeated with supernatural faith, hope and love – all of which are necessary for salvation. 
Baptism makes us living organs within Christ’s mystical body, the Church; membership of which is necessary for salvation. In Baptism, our souls are marked, indelibly, as belonging to Christ, and believing in Jesus is necessary for obtaining His salvation. As Christians, we leave the judgment of every soul – including those of the unbaptised – to God alone. We must, however, treat with utmost seriousness and urgency Our Lord’s great commission: “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit…” (Matt. 28:19). So, it might be that the man in today’s parable lacked a wedding garment because he lacked something necessary for salvation.
Turning our attention, now, to the second possibility: that the man in the parable didn’t have a wedding garment because he had chosen to discard the one he once had. In a Christian context, the most straightforward application would be to say that the man in this parable represents someone who never appreciated the beauty of the garment-of-grace they received in baptism. Instead, this person let their garment get spoiled through sin and neglect, and because they never confessed their sins, the brilliance of their garment faded. With the advent of grave sin, the garment perished away. When seen through this lens, though the man in the parable was happy to attend a wedding feast, he saw no value in marriage itself; while he thought he could live by his own rules, in his pride he had forgotten that he wasn’t the king.
My dear brothers and sisters, if we have been baptised into Christ, let us lead lives worthy of the calling to which we have been called (cf. Eph. 4:1). If we haven’t been baptised – or if we know someone who hasn’t been baptised – let us heed the words of Our Lord when he said “He who believes and is baptised will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned” (Mk. 16:16). The good news, therefore, is that none of us need be found without a wedding garment. However, the choice of whether to wear one or not is ours.
