My dear brothers and sisters, in my homily on Christmas day, I explored how the question that Jesus once posed to His disciples, “Who do you say that I am?” (cf. Matt. 16:15; Mk. 8:29) is, in fact, also, ‘the Christmas question’. As we approached the crib, who is it we believe this child to be? We can also call this  ‘the Sacramental question’: Who is it we encounter and receive in the Sacraments? Who is the Eucharist? 
On this great feast day – The Baptism of the Lord – I am reposting Christ’s question because, simply put, none of us will be able to attain salvation without answering it, honestly. Who is it that John is baptising in today’s Gospel? (Matt. 3:13-27). We can’t live in God’s friendship if we don’t know Who He is; friendship demands relationship, and loving relationships are built upon a true knowledge and affirmation of the other. As Christians, we must believe the following:
· that, by gazing upon the face of Christ, we behold the face of God (cf. Jn. 14:9), 
· that, in Christ, we have tangible assurance that God is love (1 Jn. 4:8) and that His love for us is unfailing and unshakeable (cf. Isa. 54:10),
· that, in Christ, we can be certain that God is truth (cf. Jn.14:6), and goodness (cf. Ps. 34:8; 145:9), and light (Cf. 1 Jn. 1:5; Jam. 1:17). 

Only supernatural faith can allow us to say, with Martha, “Yes Lord, I believe that You are the Christ, the Son of God” (Jn. 11:27). If we find ourselves lacking here, we must realise that only heaven can bestow the gifts of faith, hope and love. As followers of Christ, as friends of Christ, as living members of Christ, we must never lack the courage or the humility to say what His Apostles once cried out, “Lord, increase our faith!” (Lk.17:5). 
All of what I have said above serves as a prelude to help set the scene for a better understanding of today’s Feast. Unless we know Who Jesus is, unless we believe Him to be Our Lord and Our God (cf. Jn. 20:28), we will overlook some of the most important aspects of Jesus’ baptism. If we get God right, we will understand that, as Christians, we do not profess a God Who plays games with us. We do not preach a God Who could ever mistreat us, or Who would ever lead us down a path only to pull a trapdoor on us. Therefore, as we confess Jesus to be God, we must also confess that nothing Jesus did for us was ever an empty show; Truth has no time for spin, or for deception. Jesus descended into the waters of the Jordan for a purpose; there was no false humility involved, our sinless Lord had no intention of muddying the waters of our belief. 
· Through His baptism, Jesus was prefiguring His death, His burial and His resurrection.
· Through His baptism, Jesus was showing us His willingness to take upon Himself the burden of our guilt and, through Himself, God’s desire to restore us to His friendship.
· Through His baptism, Jesus was announcing the inauguration of His public ministry; He was showing those with eyes to see and ears to hear (cf. Matt. 13:16) that the kingdom of God had arrived.
· Through His baptism, in the form of a dove, in the flesh of a Perfect Man, in the voice from Heaven, the Holy Trinity was revealing God’s love for us and His desire to save us.

I will end my homily with one final observation, an observation, I hope, that will bring all of us great encouragement. In descending into the waters of the Jordan to be baptised – even though He was without sin, even though He had no need of baptism – Jesus was assuring each and every one of us, that He will never ask us to do something that He Himself, for love of us, hasn’t already blessed by His Presence. Today’s feast shows us that, in Jesus, we have a God Who always goes first, Who always leads the way, and Who never asks us to take a path that His holy feet haven’t first sanctified. Jesus’ baptism assures us that there is no suffering in our lives that He, in His sinless body, hasn’t already borne for love of us. On this feast day, in reply to Our Lord’s question, “Who do you say that I am?” each one of us can confidently proclaim: “Lord, You have shown us Who you are, You have taught us through Your saving work and grace, and we believe!”
