Homily: St Peter and St Paul 28th June 2026
On the Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul, it can almost feel like we have to step back in order to see both of these great men at once. Anyone who has been to the Basilica of ‘St. Paul-outside-the-walls’ in Rome, will have seen Obici’s towering statue in the atrium. On its plinth – sword and bible in hand – the eyes of St. Paul stare down at you from well over thirty feet. As for the Basilica of St. Peter, it is the largest church in the world with a capacity to hold 60,000 people.  Clearly, Peter and Paul are superheroes of the faith: their proximity to Christ – and the mission they received from God – means that we recognise, in both men, something of that colossal statue and something of that striking basilica. 
And yet we know that, even in their lives of discipleship, neither of these men were faultless; the New Testament doesn’t spare us their shortcomings or failings. How, then, was Our Lord able to mould these men into such great saints? Well, here we can reiterate the fundamental principle that grace builds on nature, it doesn’t discard it. In other words, God’s grace – that heavenly help which perfects and sanctifies us – builds upon those elemental qualities that God has already bestowed upon us. Grace doesn’t sprout spontaneous saints. Instead, it fashions, prunes, polishes, refines and beautifies who we already are, so that we can become, fully, who God made us to be. Grace, therefore, isn’t in the business of turning frogs into princes, but it can turn a fisherman into a pontiff, or a murderer into an Apostle to the Gentiles. 
Jesus saw in Simon Peter the rough rock that could be chiselled and smoothed, and He saw in Paul’s burning fury, a fire that could help kindle the light of faith throughout the world. St. Peter and St. Paul are heroes of our faith not because they were perfect, but because they allowed God to bring them through their imperfections, to redirect their passions, to cut away their self-centredness and to elevate, repurpose and sanctify that which was already good within them.
In terms of temperament, Peter and Paul were very different men: different strengths, different weaknesses, different missions, yet both were serving the same Divine Master. Herein lie a few lessons for us. On our own pilgrimage of faith, let us focus on our own shortcomings, not those of others. Let us remember that grace builds on nature, meaning that if God hasn’t intended something for our lives, then the pursuing or attaining of that thing can never bring us happiness or peace. Finally, when God created us, He placed within each of us, a starter-pack for sainthood. It’s never too late for us to pick up the pieces and, aided by His love, to start putting together a life that truly pleases Him. 
At the Lord’s voice, Peter left his fishing boat and followed. In the Lord’s blinding light, Paul fell to the ground and rose a new man. What, then, might God be asking us to leave behind to follow Him, and how might we allow the light of Christ to lead us forward? Saint Peter and Saint Paul, pray for us!

