When God chose to make mankind in His image and likeness (cf. Gen 1:26-27) He imprinted upon the human person something of His own power to know and to will, to choose and to love. As humans, we stretch out our arms between the material and the spiritual, between the mortal and the eternal: we find ourselves bound by the laws of physics, yet we are free to accept or to reject the love of our Creator. 
Gifted with the ability to think, to desire, to discern and to act purposefully, every choice we make is another chisel stroke the sculpting of who it is we are, and who it is we are becoming. Far beyond any circumstance or environmental factor, it is the choices we make that come to define who we are. Though we inherited our genetics from our parents, the quality of our character is largely a result of who it is we have chosen to become. 
In today’s first reading (1 Kings 3-12), the LORD appears to the young king Solomon in a dream. Although Scripture doesn’t give us Solomon’s precise age at this moment, working with the details we are given, he could have been as young as twelve. When God asked Solomon, “What shall I give you”, Solomon asked for the gift of ‘a listening-heart’ or as our translation puts it, ‘an understanding mind’, so that he might discern between good and evil. Solomon’s humility and his clear desire to be a good king greatly pleased God. In return, God not only gave Solomon the wisdom he asked for, but He also blessed him with unsurpassed riches and honour.
If a rock is hurtling through space at great speed, it will continue blazing its course indefinitely. But this isn’t the case with fallen humanity – we don’t stay on course unless we commit every day to choosing what is right and to persevering in what is good. Here, 'staying on course' means being willing to deny oneself and to take responsibility, it means remaining disciplined and being prepared, day in and day out, to do the necessary and unrewarding work. Solomon began well but he finished badly; as the years passed, he took his eye off the target and let his heart drift from the Lord – all of us are capable of Solomon’s sin.
Solomon had inherited a unified kingdom and an overflowing treasury. God then blessed him further. Surely, he would go from strength to strength? In fact, in respect to the things that really matter, he didn’t. Like every one of us, Solomon faced choices, and he would come to be defined by the choices he made. Notwithstanding his many strengths and his varied successes, Solomon would become a slave to his passions, and whereas his youth had been a credit to him, his old age was a disgrace.
Scripture tells us how Solomon “loved many foreign women” (1 Kings 11:1) – meaning, pagan women – which was against the direct precepts of God. Solomon, in fact, had seven hundred wives and three hundred concubines. Living like this was a choice, a bad choice, and it would be added to the heap of choices which come to define each person’s life.
Scripture details how, in his old age, Solomon’s pagan wives “turned away his heart” from God (1 Kings 11:3). But let’s get it straight: Solomon’s spiritual downfall and his worship of foreign idols was Solomon’s choice: it was, yet again, a bad choice and His idolatry so angered God that, just before his death, God disciplined Solomon severely. How awful it is that Solomon’s wisdom didn’t translate into living a virtuous life. 
My brothers and sisters, our choices in life matter, who we become matters. While even one bad choice can wound deeply and cause much heartache, we must never forget that we are only ever one good choice away from being fully reconciled with God. The Good News is that, even a lifetime of bad choices can be undone by one determined choice for Christ – as the good thief showed us on Calvary (cf. Lk. 23:42). Jesus doesn’t want us being a prisoner of our bad choices; He never ceases knocking at the door of our heart waiting for us to choose to open our lives to Him. Aided by God’s grace, may we fix our hearts today on choosing the Lord. May we be prepared to sell all we have to acquire this treasure; may we be prepared to lose everything we own to possess this pearl of infinite worth.

