In this month, when the parish is celebrating its 100th anniversary, our minds consider how we can beautify our continued presence here: the desire to maintain, to repair and to improve is hardwired into who we are as human beings. Even before Adam had sinned, God had taken him and put him in the garden to till it and keep it (Cf. Gen. 2:15). Indeed, so familiar and comfortable are we within the created order, that we need to remind ourselves that God has also bestowed upon us an immaterial, immortal soul: each one of us will outlive this earth. After Christ has returned at the end of time, we will spend eternity, not as angels, but as bodily, spiritual creatures.
            However, navigating this fallen world as a composite of body and soul, is challenging. As we are surrounded by material realities, we face the daily temptation to focus our energies on those things that are easily measured, quantified and valued. Estimating our net worth is far easier for us than gauging the purity of our heart. This coming Thursday, we celebrate Our Lord’s Ascension. In this feast, we can glimpse how it is that, in God’s salvific plan, the material and the spiritual are not opposed: both are caught up in the process of glorification. Though Jesus’ resurrected body possessed supernatural qualities, Our Lord remained real flesh and bone, entering Heaven as God incarnate.
The Ascension marks the definitive moment when, henceforth, followers of Our Lord would no longer enjoy the comfort of His physical, bodily presence. As Christians, we now walk by faith and not by sight (cf. 2 Cor. 5:7). Certainly, Jesus remains truly with us in the Holy Eucharist, and He is present to us in various other ways, but our bodily eyes can no longer see Him as the world once saw Him. By rising from the dead and by ascending into Heaven, Jesus is teaching us that our humanity is worth saving, and that our human bodies are compatible with holiness and with heaven. At the same time, however, Jesus is forming us beyond a simple attachment to His physicality; He desires union with us, and this union necessarily implicates our entire selves, body and soul. 
In both today’s First Reading and the Gospel, God-the-Holy-Spirit is presented, in some manner, as flooding the divine space left by Our Lord after He had ascended. Jesus is the icon of perfect humanity and the Holy Spirit helps to bring about that perfection in us. Like the transfigured and glorified human body of Christ, the workings of the Holy Spirit reveals to us that we are holiest, when we are fully human – when, through God’s grace, we bear His image and likeness without the disfigurement of sin.
As we look forward to the Ascension and await Pentecost, let us rejoice in the knowledge that God knew what He was doing when He made us as a union of body and soul. God loves us: through His Son He has saved and restored us, through His Spirit He leads and perfects us. Aided by His grace, may we render to God a love drawn from the entirety of our human reality, which is to love Him with our heart, and with all our soul, and with all our mind (cf. Matt. 22:37).
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