One morning last week, I was at the Post Office. Afterwards, I found a way back to the Friary that avoided the noise and busyness of the main road. A few days later, I had to make another trip to the Post Office. This time, however, it was late in the evening, and when I tried retracing my previous shortcut, I made a wrong turn and couldn’t find my way. I had to stop, look at a map on my phone and get back onto the right road.
In life, getting back onto the right road is essential. Just as it is possible for a friar to turn off too early on his way to send a parcel, so too it is possible for us, as followers of Christ, to take the wrong road, at times. This is especially the case when we’ve been lukewarm in seeking God’s light and when we’ve been negligent is reverencing His word and His way. Sometimes, we even choose to take the wrong path because we fear the difficulty and the demands that lie along the road that Our Lord has called us to walk. 
What might it look like when Christians start going down the wrong path?  Well, most often, it means that we start to believe that we can attain salvation on our own terms, by our own efforts, and for our own glory. Here, we substitute the zest and power of the real Gospel, for the safety and sterility of a counterfeit. Here, we avoid both the joys and the trials of genuine discipleship, so that we might live both unchallenged and unchanged by our encounter with Christ. 
	A wrong turn in the Christian life is anything that takes our primary focus away from the salvation of souls and places it, instead, on things of lesser consequence. A wrong turn in the Christian life is anything that shelves the proclamation of the Kingdom whenever the Good News is no longer welcome. A wrong turn in the Christian life is made whenever we are prepared to remain silent in the face of evil, and when we refuse to speak the truth in love.
	So, how can we ensure that we remain on the right road as Christians? In short, we must love God and love our neighbour (cf. Mk. 12:30-31; Lk. 10:27). Loving God means keeping His commandments (cf. Jn.14:15; 1 Jn. 5:3), and loving neighbour means showing them the same love that God so generously pours out upon us. In today’s First Reading – from the Old Testament book of the Prophet Isaiah – we find a type of proto-Gospel, a preliminary and rudimentary foreshadowing of the full Gospel of Our Lord Jesus. What do we find, here, are the stones paving the right path?
· Loosening the bonds of wickedness
· Undoing the straps of the yoke
· Letting the oppressed go free
· Sharing bread with the hungry
· Housing the homeless
· Clothing the naked
· Bringing comfort to the afflicted

A further way in which we ensure that we remain on the right road as Christians, is to show the world – in our words, actions and example – that we are a people whose entire lives are marked, defined and illumined by God’s Divine Presence. In other words, Jesus doesn’t just call us to love God and to love neighbour only in private and only in hidden ways, but rather, He tells us in today’s Gospel that we are, ‘the salt of the earth…the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden…in the same way, let your light shine before others so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father Who is in Heaven’. Elsewhere Jesus teaches us the very same lesson when He says, “by this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” (Jn.13:35). We can know that we are remaining on the right road as Christians when we are living in the light, and when we refuse to have any part of our lives still in shadow.
	A final way in which we ensure that we remain on the right road as Christians, is ask whether or not our current path is one marked by the Cross of Our Lord. In today’s Second Reading – from the First Letter to the Corinthians – St. Paul says the following, ‘brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming to you the testimony of God with lofty speech or wisdom. For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and Him Crucified’. The biggest temptation to take the wrong road in our lives as Christians arises from our desire to avoid the cross – to run from the very trials and difficulties that God has placed in our lives to make us holy and humble. Staying on the right road means trusting in the love of God (in season and out of season) and, aided by His grace and sustained by a life of gratitude and prayer, choosing to walk by faith and not by sight upon the path that leads to life.
